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Asbestos to be removed from Jones
Abatement to make Physical Science Center
safer for students, professors, staff
Sarah Peterman

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Asbestos abatement is scheduled to begin in
Jones Physical Science Center in early May.
The fi rst, second and third floors on the south
side of the building will be undergoing the abatement. The spray-on fi reproofi ng material in the
ceilings above the classrooms and hallways of the
three floors will be removed and replaced with
fi reproofi ng that does not contain asbestos.
“The building was built in 1967 and now the
asbestos that was sprayed on the beams is beginning to delaminate,” said Tom Syfert, director of
Environmental Health and Safety.
Asbestos was a common insulator for buildings
for decades since it was highly effective and
cheap. It wasn’t until after asbestos had been
used that the detrimental health effects, the
most prominent of which is lung cancer, became
known.

Asbestos doesn’t pose a health risk unless it is
damaged or disturbed, releasing fibers into the
air, which can then be inhaled. The materials
that release fibers more easily are usually located
in areas that are not accessible to students, such
as equipment rooms, crawl spaces and above
ceiling grids.
“Once we remove the asbestos from the fi reproofi ng materials, there’s better access to all of
the operations,” said Ken Mixon, the industrial
hygiene manager for the university. “There have
been problems with the maintenance of some
systems since only authorized personnel can
enter areas contaminated with asbestos. Now
maintenance staff will be able to fi x things in a
timely manner.”
The abatement scheduled to take place on the
fi rst through third floors of the building will be
similar to the abatement that occurred five years
ago on the fourth through seventh floors.
The abatement on the fourth through seventh
floors was a retrofit project, which means that
everything was removed (walls, lab stations, etc.).
However, the abatement taking place on the fi rst
through third floors will leave some components

Dustin Glendinning / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

An asbestos abatement is scheduled to take place
in Jones Physical Science Center this summer.
of each room intact.
The walls will remain as well as much of the
lab equipment. Syfert said with so many labs
with such specific equipment, it isn’t feasible
to remove everything in the given time frame.
However, after the abatement is completed an
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‘Tea Party’ protesters gather at State House
USC loses for the second
time this season to
in-state rival, The Citadel,
in an extra-inning game.

See page 10

Panel discusses
torture laws,
accountability
Students respond to talk
held by USC Chapter of
Amnesty International

THE MIX

Katie Jones

STAFF WRITER

Abida, Bob Dylan,
Tweetie and South Park
avatars are among the
things we’re obsessing
about this week.

See page 6
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Several thousand protestors gathered at the State House on Wednesday to protest a variety of issues,
including government spending at the current tax system. The gatherings across the nation, known as
“Tax Day Tea Parties,” drew crowds at various locations, including Washington, D.C., where protestors
reportedly threw tea bags at the White House. Gov. Mark Sanford and 2008 presidential nominee Mike
Huckabee were among the speakers at the day’s events. Brandon Beacham, a fourth-year sociology
student, was in attendance at the rally. “I’m gonna stand up and fight for our liberty,” Beacham said. “It’s
about a government for the people by the people.” Beacham thought the event was effective overall. “I
think it made a difference,” Beacham said. “People are changing their minds about how they’re looking at
this.”
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Kara Apel

Why does
gender have
to matter
when choosing public
servants? PEYTON
Isn’t merit MCCULLOUGH
First-year
enough to political
earn a seat science
student
on the
bench?

See page 4

Online Exclusive

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Alex Stroman withdrew several additions to the Senate rule books after other senators objected to the changes.

Stroman says rule changes ‘not a big deal’
After much debate,
SG Vice President
repeals code addition
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

SPORTS ONLINE
Check out our exclusive
video of women’s basketball coach Dawn Staley at
Wednesday’s signing day
press conference.

www.dailygamecock.com

A proposal t hat would
regulate media credentials
and who can speak on the
floor of the Senate brought
about an interesting question at Wednesday night’s
Student Senate meeting.
Student Body Vice President Alex Stroman’s addition to the 101st Senate’s
rules wasn’t controversial
for its contents. The rules
on media credentials and

floor access were adapted
almost entirely from senate
manuals of years past.
But senators were upset
they didn’t write the bill,
saying Stroman, a secondyear political science student, had no authority to
make rules for the Senate
floor without the consent of
the body.
“Nowhere does the Senate codes give the president
the right to write rules at
his pleasure,” Sen. Matt
Ungar, a second-year public
relations student, said. “Everything he did tonight was
wrong.”
Senate codes say the body
has the authority to make

Senate Quick Hits
Senate Finance Committee meeting
5:15 p.m. @ SG Office
RE: Budget for upcoming year
Two bills, one that requires all SG members to be
handed SG codes at the beginning of the term
and another that clarified the appointment process
to the Constitutional Council, were unanimously
passed by the Senate Wednesday.
rules at the beginning of
each session, but they don’t
explicitly give or restrict
Stroman from writing legislation.
Student Body President

Meredith Ross, a third-year
political science student,
said she didn’t add rules to
the book when she was Senate president, primarily beSTROMAN ● 4

A mnest y International’s
USC chapter held a panel discussion, “A Call for Accountability,” on the legal issues
surrounding the prosecution
of those responsible for torture, mainly under the Bush
administration, Wednesday
night.
The panel was made up
of visiting political science
professor Anu Chakravarty,
assistant political science professor Kirk Randazzo from
the University of Kentucky
and law professor Gregory
Adams and was followed by
a brief question and answer
session.
Shannon Looney, a firstyear biology student, said the
event was successful.
“ We ach ieved what we
wanted to do, which was to
have an intelligent discussion
that would give people a much
more academic view on an
issue that can have so much
controversy surrounding that
people don’t realize the academic and intellectual side of
it,” she said. “That discussion
is extremely important.”
Looney said she thought
most, if not all, of the attendees shared an anti-torture
view.
“I think the general view of
people, personally and ideologically, is anti-torture, just
they aren’t necessarily certain
about whet her or not we
should hold people accountable,” Looney said. “Perhaps
it wasn’t necessarily a fair
discussion because we didn’t
have people here who were
against holding our political
representatives accountable.”
Human rights are an issue
for everyone, Looney said.
“We, by ignoring that, are
ignoring not only the basic
human rights of other people
but also of ourselves,” Looney
said.
Fourth-year international
studies and French student
Lau ra La mb is A m nest y
International’s USC chapter
president. She said the panel
discussion was important to
spread accurate information
to students.
“This is particularly important right now because
we’re at an influential stage
AMNESTY ● 4
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• Food banks suffer during
the summer months as demand exceeds supply. Help
be part of the solution at
Carolina Dining Services
Servathon 2009! Enjoy dinner (hot dogs, hamburgers,
baked beans and more),
music and friendship as
we work together to help
the hungry in Columbia
on Monday from 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m. on the Russell
House Pat io. Ent ra nce
to the event is 5 items of
non-perishable foods or
a $6 donation to Harvest
Hope. All proceeds will be
donated to Harvest Hope
Food Bank. Harvest Hope
helps stop hunger in the
community through food
drives and donations. For
more information, contact
Carolina Dining Services,
7-4161.
• Net I mpact w ill host a
panel discussion on how
business is affecting the
environment as part of the
USC Teach-in on Climate
Change. The panel, entitled “Changing Climate
= Changing Business,” will
be today at 4 p.m. in room
856 of the BA. All students
and faculty are invited to
attend.
• An LSAT Strategy Workshop will be held April 21
in BA 464, a GRE Strategy
Workshop on April 22 in
B A 0 0 8 a nd a G M AT
St rateg y Work shop on
April 23 in BA 464. A ll
workshops are held from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Pre-registration is requested due to
limited space. To register
for a workshop, or for more
information about all of our
programs, visit us online at
saeu.sc.edu/Testing or call
us at (803) 777-9444.

Q & A with

W eek

Fencing Club President, Amy
Sa nds, third-year
third-yea r art
a rt studio
student
What does the Fencing Club do?
“The Fencing Club teaches people who are
new to the sport how to fence as well as it
gives intermediate fencers the opportunity to
fence amongst others.”
What’s your favorite part about the
organization?
“I enjoy traveling with other fencers. Last
semester, we competed at Temple and
Clemson.
When you were a child, what was your
dream job and why?
“An artist because I like to draw.”
If you could be any superhero who
would you be and why?
“Superwoman because I think she embodies
feminine strength and she kicks butt.”
What’s your favorite dinosaur and why?
“A pterodactyl because it ﬂies.”
— Compiled by Kenny Dorian

Crime Report
SATURDAY, APRIL 4
Financial transaction card
fraud, 11 p.m.
1400 Blossom Street
The 22-year-old victim
informed the officer that
unknown suspects used his
debit card number without
his permission. The fraudulent purchases occurred
between April 5 and 9. The
victim still has his card in
his possession and is unsure
who may have obtained his
card number. Victim further
stated that the fraudulent
charges appeared to be made
over the Internet and two of
the transactions were USC
web fee payments.
Total damage: $127.99

PIC OF THE DAY
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Reporting of f icer: Mark
Harrelson
SUNDAY, APRIL 12
Public disorderly conduct,
1:15 a.m.
814 Mark Buyck Way
The officer was called to
the scene by Sgt. Harrelson
who requested assistance
with a disturbance between
two students. Upon officer’s
arrival, the officer noted
that the male suspect was
seated on the ground of the
sidewalk area and the female
student was seated in her
vehicle in a parking place
parallel to Lincoln Street.
It was observed that while
the female student prepared
to leave home, an argument

started. The 22-year-old
male student would not allow
her to leave. The female student did not have any signs of
being under the influence of
alcohol. In contrast, the male
student confessed to having
consumed at least seven to
eight beers. The female student did not press charges,
but completed a written
statement and a complaint
withdrawal form declining
any further assistance in
regards to the assault. Due
to the physical condition of
Benjamin Stidham, he was
arrested for public disorderly
conduct.
Reporting offi cer: Tom Lyons
— Compiled by Sierra Kelly

Fabio Frey / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Heidi gives “Lucky Charms” a free haircut Wednesday night at Finlay Park.
Churches gather every week to give away free food and haircuts to the homeless.

Local

National

World

S i x c o - d e f e n d a nt s o f
a South Carolina official
charged with embezzling
t a x payer money pleaded
guilty Wednesday for their
pa r t i n a check- c a sh i ng
scheme that prosecutors say
defrauded the Department
of Social Services of more
than $5 million.
Aisha Crumpton, Tyra L.
Goodson, Herbert McKie,
Gwendoly n Robinson,
Sandra Denease Smith and
Calandra Fabary Thomas
pleaded guilty to one count
each of federal prog ram
funds during a hearing in
federal court in Columbia.
Prosecutors say t he
si x defenda nt s cashed
checks written by former
Depa r t ment of Socia l
Ser vices finance director
Paul Timothy Moore, who
st a nds acc u sed of bei ng
the ringleader of a scheme
that embezzled $5.2 million
over nearly five years. They
say more indictments are
expected.
T h r ou g h a not her c o defendant named Jonathan
Moses, whom he met in a
nightclub in 2004, prosecutors say Moore would
request checks made out to
recruited check cashers.
From 20 0 4 to 20 0 8 ,
they say Moses requested
about 750 checks cut from
state Treasury Department
funds, ordering that they
be returned to him before
being distributed, through
Moses, to t he people
recruited to cash them at
Wachovia bank branches
most ly i n t he Colu mbia
area.

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A
superintendent of a youth
prison t wice handcuf fed
herself to out-of-control
juveniles to help calm them
down, defending herself by
saying there was no policy
specifically prohibiting her
from doing so, records show.
Beth Oprisch, the 47-yearold former superintendent of
Indian River Juvenile Correctional Facility in northeast Ohio, was disciplined
for handcuffing the youths
and for failing to have one of
them checked for potential
injuries from the handcuffs.
Oprisch’s actions put herself and the youths in danger,
the Department of Youth
Services said.
“Beth is a hard worker —
she just happened to use poor
judgment in this instance,”
said agency spokeswoman
Andrea Kruse.
Oprisch was reassigned
to a job Wednesday in the
agenc y ’s parole div ision
in Columbus, and her salary dropped from $76,003 to
$72,259.
She acknowledged “thinking a little outside the box”
in comments Wednesday to
The Associated Press. She
said she knew the kids well
and saw her action as the safest way to move them.
“I’m just going to have a
hard time saying I flat-out
think I made a mistake,”
Oprisch said. “I can tell you
that I just did what I thought
was right at that time.”
Her comments echoed
statements she made Feb. 25
in an investigative document
obtained by the AP.

BOGOTA — Colombia’s
most wanted drug lord was
cowering like a dog under a
palm tree when he was captured Wednesday in a jungle
raid involving hundreds of
police officers, the defense
minister said.
Daniel Rendon Herrera,
alias “Don Mario,” was taken
in shackles to the capital to
await possible extradition to
the United States.
Rendon Her rera a l legedly commanded hundreds of
armed men in a private militia
and directed a criminal organization that sent hundreds of
tons of cocaine to the U.S.
President A lvaro Uribe
d e s c r ib e d R e n d o n He r rera, 43, as “one of the most
feared drug traffickers in the
world.”
Rendon Herrera’s organization is responsible for
3,000 murders in the last 18
months alone, said Gen. Oscar Naranjo, who directs the
national police.
Police said he had offered
his assassins $1,000 for each
officer they killed, in hopes of
evading arrest.
Colombian officials had
offered a reward of up to
$2 million for information
leading to the capture of the
man whose organization has
allegedly served as a key link
bet ween right-wing paramilitary groups and Mexico’s
drug-trafficking cartels.
“This g uy put bount ies
on the heads of government
officials, so he was Public Enemy No. 1 in Colombia,” said
Thomas Harrigan, operations
chief for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration.
— The Associated Press
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Thousands rally with ‘tea parties’ on tax day
Joe Biesk
The Associated Press

F R A N K F O R T, Ky. —
Whipped up by conservative
commentators and bloggers,
tens of thousands of protesters
staged “tea parties” around
the country Wednesday to
tap into the collective angst
stirred up by a bad economy,
government spending and
bailouts.
The rallies were directed
at President Barack Obama’s
new administration on a symbolic day: the deadline to file
income taxes. Protesters even
threw what appeared to be
a box of tea bags toward the
White House, causing a brief
lockdown at the compound.
Shouts rang out from Kentucky, which just passed tax
increases on cigarettes and
alcohol, to Salt Lake City,
where many in the crowd
booed Republican Gov. Jon
Hu nt sma n for accept i ng
about $1.5 billion in stimulus
money.

“Frankly, I’m mad as hell,”
s a id bu s i ne s s m a n Dou g
Burnett at a rally at the Iowa
Capitol, where many of the
about 1,000 people wore red
shirts declaring “revolution
is brewing.” Burnett added:
“This country has been on a
spending spree for decades,
a spending spree we can’t afford.”
In Boston, a few hundred
protesters gathered on the
Boston Common — a short
distance from the original
Tea Party — some dressed in
Revolutionary garb and carrying signs that said “Barney
Frank, Bernie Madoff: And
the Difference Is?” and “D.C.:
District of Communism.”
In Atlanta, thousands of
people were expected to gather on the steps of the Capitol,
where Fox News Channel
conser vative pundit Sean
Hannity was set to broadcast
his show Wednesday night.
The tea parties were promoted by FreedomWorks, a
conservative nonprofit advocacy group based in Washington and led by former
Republican House Majority
Leader Dick Armey of Texas,
who is now a lobbyist.

W h i le FreedomWork s
i nsisted t he ra l l ies were
nonpartisan, they have been
seized on by many prominent
Republicans who view them as
a promising way for the party
to reclaim its momentum.
“A ll you have to be is a
mildly awake Republican
candidate for office to get
in front of that parade,” said
Grover Norquist, president of
Americans for Tax Reform.
Former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich planned to
address a tea party in a New
York City park Wednesday
night. Louisiana Gov. Bobby
Jindal sent an e-mail to his
supporters, letting them know
about tea parties throughout
the state. South Carolina
Gov. Mark Sanford planned
to attend two tea parties.
“There is no such thing as
so-called free money, and that
includes stimulus,” Sanford
told several thousand people
outside the statehouse in Columbia, S.C. “Paying down
debt is an old American theme
and never a bad thing.”
There were several small
counter-protests, including
one that drew about a dozen
people at Fountain Square
in Cincinnati. A counterprotester held a sign that
read, “Where were you when
Bush was spending billions a
month ‘liberating’ Iraq?” The
anti-tax demonstration there,
meanwhile, drew about 4,000

people.
In Lansing, Mich., outside
the state Capitol, another
4,000 people waved signs
exclaiming “Stop the Fiscal
Madness,” “Read My Lipstick! No More Bailouts” and
“The Pirates Are in D.C.”
Children held makeshift signs
complaining about the rising
debt.
“I’m really opposed to
spendi ng t he way out of
our problem,” said Deborah
Mourray, 56, a business administrator from the Detroit
suburb of Troy. “How I run
my home is: I don’t spend
more money so my situation
improves. Save and conserve.”
In Salt Lake City, where
more than 1,000 protesters
gathered outside a downtown
federal building in the rain
and snow.
“I want to get back my way
of life again,” said Maloney,
who runs a small costume
business and said she’s recently had to lay off 10 of 33
workers. “Right now things
change too much.”
Other protesters also took
direct aim at Obama. One
sign in the crowd in Madison, Wis., compared him to
the anti-Christ. At a rally in
Montgomer y, A la., where
Twisted Sister’s “We’re Not
Gonna Take It” blared from
loudspeakers, Jim Adams
of Selma carried a sign that

showed the president with
Hitler-style hair and mustache and said, “Sieg Heil
Herr Obama.”
Still others talked of their
children’s futures. In Washington, D.C., Joe Hollinger
said he took the day off to
attend the protest with his

11-year-old daughter.
“I’m concerned about the
incredible amount of debt
Congress is going to put on
our children,” Hollinger said,
pointing to his daughter’s
sign, which read, “Congress
get your hand off my piggy
bank.”
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Damian Dovarganes / The Associated Press

Vietnam veteran Allan Radcliffe, left, holds a US flag
upside down at the Dockweiler State Beach in Los Angeles.
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cause she thought the rules
of decorum were already
understood by the body.
Before the meeting, Stroman said he had the authority to pass the rules without
the Senate’s vote. But Sen.
Ben Bullock disagreed.
D u r i ng t he meet i ng,
Bullock, a fourth-year English student, said the Senate
should consider whether or
not the proposal should be
accepted without a Senate
vote. Bullock said several
senators had approached
him throughout the week
with concerns that Stroman would pass the rules
as law without the Senate’s
consent.
Prior to t he meet ing,
Stroman asked Bullock to
not speak on the new rules
bec au se m a ny senator s
hadn’t seen them. Bullock
did anyway, drawing multiple questions from senators

as to how the rules can be
passed without the Senate’s
consent.
“That’s a very good question,” Bullock said when
asked how the bill could
be placed in the rulebooks
without the body seeing it.
Stroman said all the hullabaloo was about nothing.
“It’s not secrecy,” Stroman said. “It’s just not a big
deal.”
St roma n sa id va r ious
senators, i nclud i ng t he
senators that complained
about him trying to pass
the resolution, were the
same senators who asked
him to restrict the floor of
the Senate.
And to prove he meant
it, Stroman removed the
entire rules change from
potential consideration.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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and events.
“It’s very important that human rights
be observed by not just common people,
but also by governments,” he said.
Governments, La Fleche said, often
use national security as a loophole.
“Human rights is negotiable, depending on the circumstances,” he said.
La Fleche said those responsible may
face karmic justice, but probably would
not be held accountable legally.
La Fleche was not the only one who

Legislation to protect
prepaid college plan
against price increases
Phillips Rawls
The Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. —
Leg islat ion to shore up
Alabama’s fi nancially ailing

It is never too early to start looking for a new place to call home and
with the largest ﬂoor plans in town, washer & dryer in every unit,
state-of-the-art ﬁtness center, game room & swimming po0l. Copper
Beech is a bargain with more amenities than you bargained for.

prepaid college tuition plan
has passed the fi rst step in
the Legislature.
The Senate Finance and
Ta xat ion- G enera l Fu nd
C o m m it t e e vot e d 10 -2
Wednesday for a bill sponsored by state Sens. Roger
Bedford and Jimmy Holley.
The bill now goes to the
Senate for consideration.
Hol ley sa id t he bil l
would assure the 48,000
participants in the Prepaid
Affordable College Tuition
Plan that they will get their
full tuition paid because it
would provide state money
each year to keep the program sound. It would also
f reeze t u it ion i ncreases
for participants until 2012
and allow limits on tuition
beyond that.
The bill would transfer
control of the plan from a
10-member board, headed
by St ate Treasu rer K ay
Ivey, to the board that runs
t he teachers’ ret irement
program at the Retirement
Systems of Alabama. The
R e t i r e m e nt Sy s t e m s i s
headed by David Bronner.
“His credibility is what
we are asking for,” Holley

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com

quick study
aka Jamie, Verizon Wireless

At Verizon Wireless, I get to take the skills I already have and build upon
them through a variety of training programs that help me grow my career.
[ Already my accomplishments have been rewarded – I continue to learn and grow! ]

You’re working hard to get that college degree and it’s
almost time to reap its rewards. Your years of education
are the perfect foundation for a high-growth opportunity
with Verizon Wireless in our Retail Leadership Development
Program (RLDP). If you want to hone and develop your
business skills, our dynamic RLDP can launch you from
where you are today into a leadership role in record
time. Consider your future with a company that values
the skills you bring and the work you put in.
If you’re ready to take charge of your future, log on to
vzwrldp.com to learn more about our dynamic Retail
Leadership Development Program. What are you
waiting for? Let Verizon Wireless help you launch the
career of your dreams today.
We have opportunities available at several
locations for our:

Retail Leadership Development
Program (RLDP)
We’re on facebook!
Search “Verizon Wireless Careers”.
Become a fan!

Careers For Everything You Are
www.vzwrldp.com

Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.

doubted. Margaret Baird, a second-year
political science student, agreed.
“There’s way too much red tape and
other limitations,” Baird said.
Amnesty International’s USC chapter
has one more meeting this semester
Monday at 8 p.m. in the Russell House,
room 315. The meeting time and location
will be the same in the fall.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Tuition program funding bill passes initial step

Townhomes are
Filling Up Fast!
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AMNESTY ● Continued from 1
in the political cycle. It’s important that
students be heard,” Lamb said. “People
keep talking about how we’re going to
have to deal with the economic crisis,
but we’re also going to have to deal with
the repercussions later of what our government is doing and how we’re seen
internationally.”
Marc La Fleche, a first-year physical
education graduate student, regularly
attends Amnesty International meetings

told the committee.
Bedford said the bill is
“a vehicle, not a finished
product” and will likely be
changed in the Senate.
Bedford’s and Holley’s
bill is one of several ideas
that have been floated, but
it is the only one to receive
backing from many members of the tuition plan’s
board.
Ivey, who supports the
bill, said she is optimistic
the legislature will pass a
rescue plan before wrapping up its session in midMay.
The prepaid college tuition plan no longer allows
new enrollments due to financial problems. It had allowed parents or grandparents to pay a fi xed amount
for a child in anticipation
of the child getting four
years of tuition at a state
universit y upon graduation from high school. The
program’s board invested
t he money and used t he
earnings to pay tuition. But
that became jeopardized
when the turmoil on Wall
Street wiped out half of the
program’s assets.
Bedford said the program
will need state funds and a
limit on tuition increases
to succeed.
The bill leaves it up to
f i na ncia l ex per t s to say
how much money the state

will have to put into the
program each year, and it
doesn’t say where the state
will get the money. Paul
Hubbert, executive secretary of the Alabama Education Association, cautioned
against taking money out of
the state education budget
because it could cut funding for K-12 schools.
“Let’s support the program, but not in a way that
penalizes other students,”
he said.
One opponent of the bill,
Sen. Trip Pit t ma n, said
parents who chose other
college savings programs
have also suffered hits from
the stock market, but the
state is not helping them.
Voting against the bill,
in addition to Pittman, was
Sen. Scott Beason, who is
offering a different proposal. His proposal, which
the committee could consider next week, would do
away with a state law that
allows out-of-state students
living within 50 miles of an
Alabama university to pay
in-state tuition at that university. They would have
to pay out-of-state tuition,
which is much higher, and
the extra income would be
used to help the prepaid
tuition program.
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“aggressive disturbance” of
the area will occur, and then
an air sample will be taken
to ensure that the areas are
safe.
The project is scheduled
to take 11 weeks and should
be completed by m idJuly. An outside consultant,
Maryellen Cannizzaro, has
been hired to ensure that
ever y t h i ng is ex ped ited
quickly and efficiently.
With a 50-person team
in addition to coordination
with several departments,
faculty, staff and graduate
assistants, lots of communication and coordination
is needed. Cannizzaro will
work to see that everything
is completed in a t imely
m a n n e r s o t h at c l a s s e s
beginning in the fall will
remain unaffected by the
abatement.
Recent ly, su ite 109 i n
Jones was abated in a similar
way to the future large-scale

abatement on t he upper
floors.
“Typically when you see
asbestos abatement being
done on campus, it’s being
done with a renovation project,” Mixon said. “It allows
other contractors to do their
job once the area is free of
asbestos.”
T he abatement i n t he
suite was done in conjunct ion w it h t he relocat ion
of the College of Arts and
Sciences’ advising off ice,
which was previously in the
suite, to Flinn Hall. The
space vacated by the student
advising office is undergoing renovations to meet the
needs of the new occupants.
The abatement project
s h o u l d a l s o h e l p Jo n e s
aesthetically. Boxes of old
books and papers that are
no longer in use will fi nally
be removed. The old ceiling tiles will be replaced as
well, giving Jones a brighter
look.

Chemicals that were used
in the original construction
of the building will also be
removed.
The removal of asbestos
materials is strictly regulated by the South Carolina
Department of Health and
Env i ron ment a l Cont rol.
By law, projects must be
desig ned a nd conduc ted
in a manner that prohibits
asbestos fibers from leaving
the abatement area. During abatement, air samples
are collected outside t he
containment area to further
ensure that fibers are not
released.
“On a daily basis the air is
safe to breathe,” Mixon said.
“None of our data indicates
that anyone is at risk.” An
air monitoring system is in
place and the air quality is
continually tested against
Occupat ional Safet y and
H e a lt h A d m i n i s t r at io n
(OSH A) standards. “Our
procedure is to close and

Several events will be held on campus this
week in conjunction with a national teach-in on
climate change.
TODAY:

• A lunch and learn at 12:30 p.m. in the Green Quad Learning Center. It includes lunch, a
panel discussion on green building design and tour. The cost is $5.
• A panel discussion titled “The Business of Climate Change” at 4 p.m. in the Moore School
of Business, Room 856.
• The Sierra Club’s presentation featuring student interns and a screening of the films “Chill
Out: Campus Solutions to Global Warming” and “The First 100 Days” in the Green Quad
Learning Center at 7 p.m.

FRIDAY:

• USC President Harris Pastides and Columbia Mayor Bob Cole will have a breakfast
discussion about climate change at 8 a.m. in the Green Quad Learning Center. The
breakfast will also feature a panel including several green professionals from across the
state.
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Kara Apel

clean areas with elevated
levels of asbestos.”
It is critical that no one
tampers with the sampling
pumps that test the air quality and not to disturb ceiling
materials, as it may contain
asbestos. Entering an abatement area is also strictly
prohibited. The entrances to
abatement areas will always
be clearly marked and have
warning signs posted.
Some rumors of asbestos
removal in Gambrell Hall
have circulated, but officials
say they aren’t true. The
construction taking place in
Gambrell Hall is unrelated
to any asbestos abatement.
Howe ver, t here is some
asbestos in the walls of the
building and contractors are
making sure not to disturb
the asbestos in this area.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Dustin Glendinning / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Caution signs protect students from absetos exposure.

GRE/GMAT Math Tutoring
Over 500 examples to be solved in class.
No homework ever!
4 - 6 week programs
up to 4 evening sessions/week
$400 (includes textbooks)
Private tutoring also available!
638 Sunset Blvd. West Columia
www.geocities.com/grad_math/schedule.html
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Amazon’s
gay filter
raises fl ags

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Gaffe in product search
engine points to serious
‘fail’ for bookseller
If you spend any time on
social networking sites like
Twitter and LiveJournal,
you’ve probably heard of
something called “Amazon
Fail.” As the name suggests,
t he debate centers on a
g af fe t hat A maz on.com
made when
it removed
book s w it h
so-called
adult content
from its sales
rankings.
Why is that
“fail?”
Well,
KIMI
the books
TIMMERS
removed were
Fourth-year
predomiprint
nantly on
journalism
student
s ubje c t s
like homosexuality and
rape survivors, while other
adult books — such as those
published by Playboy —
were left in the rankings.
Aside from the hypocrisy
of t hat double standard,
one m ight ask : W hy do
s a le s r a n k i n g s m at t e r?
On Amazon, the rankings
determine which products
show up in a search from
Amazon’s home page. It’s
more difficult to find an
unranked item, as one must
go into a specific category
of Amazon’s store (books,
movies, etc.) and search for
it from there.
So when A mazon
removed those books from
their main search tool, they
effectively removed them
from t he public eye. It’s
ridiculous enough that they
were hiding adult content,
since I don’t know of many
c h i ld r e n w it h A m a z o n
accounts. But it’s even more
ridiculous that this wasn’t
done across the board.
For example, t he f irst
book that showed up under a
search for “homosexuality”
was a guide on how parents
could prevent it, along with
several other books on the
topic that were religious
in nat u re. If you’d been
look i ng for gay f ict ion,
you were obviously in the
wrong place.
Amazon claims this was
a “glitch,” and they hastily
moved to correct it. A few
days after that, they also
called it an “embarrassing
and ham-fisted cataloguing
e r r o r .” B u t I r e m a i n
suspicious, though grateful
for the fi x.
How do t hey ex pect
anyone to believe it was a
mistake when they removed
books on what many would
consider a cont roversial
topic?
What weakens Amazon’s
case even more is the fact
that many Internet users
reported this error as early
as February, and customer
service told them it was a
new policy. But once the
rest of the Web caught wind
of it , sudden ly A maz on
d e c i d e d t h e y ’d b e t t e r
restore the rankings.
W ho k nows? Maybe
some of those Twitterers
were ly ing about t he
customer ser vice e-mails
they received, and maybe
A mazon really did make
an honest mistake. But it
rightly raised a red flag for
many people. I certainly
won’t boycot t A m az on,
but filtering of any adult
content — unless the user
wishes to do so on his or
her personal account — is
ludicrous.

AMANDA DAVIS

Copy Desk Chief

EDDIE MANN

News Editor

Sports Editor

LIZ SEGRIST

CHRIS COX

The Mix Editor

Viewpoints Editor

COLIN JONES

PAUL BOWERS

Design Director

Photography Editor

MORGAN REID

ALAN TAUBER

IN OUR OPINION

THE MCCULLOUGH EXPRESS
Court needs talent, not balance
SC nominations should be
based on qualifications
rather than gender
It’s ver y possible that
anot her woman w ill
join the South Carolina
Supreme Cou r t. The
commission responsible
for nominating candidates
for the court has recently
approved three nominees to
fill a vacancy, two of whom
happen to be
women.
To s o m e
people, this
i s e x c it i n g
news. A fter
all, there is
current ly
PEYTON
MCCULLOUGH o n l y o n e
female justice
First-year
on the state
political
science student S u p r e m e
Court. I’m a
little uneasy,
though. The possibility that
a female justice may join
the court doesn’t bother
me, but the possibility of
others looking at such an
event as their due is a bit
frightening.
This reminds me of two
similar events in the past,
one at the state level and
one at the federal level. At

the state level, back in the
fall, some worried that the
state Senate would become
the nation’s only all-male
Senate after the election
(which did happen, by the
way). Such worries struck
me as a bit stupid. Last
year, South Carolina had
a number of important
issues on its plate, just as
it does now, such as the
economy and legislative
t ra nsparenc y. I n order
to deal with these issues,
we needed a qu a l if ied
legislature. The obvious
way to do t h i s i n a ny
election is to elect qualified
candidates, but if people
worr y about the gender
makeup of the legislature,
t hen gender becomes a
barrier to this.
At the federal level, back
in 2005, when Sandra Day
O’Connor announced her
intention to retire, many
expected President Bush
to nominate a woman to
replace her (he did, but the
nomination broke down
i n d ra ma). A ga i n, t h is
puzzled me. Given all the
important issues that go
before the Supreme Court,
I f ind it a bit silly t hat
people expect nominations
to be made with a view to
preserving some arbitrary

gender balance.
Of course, people will
argue that the distribution
of government positions
ought to be equitable in
t h at fem a le s ought to
be present in suff icient
number and so fort h. I
don’t buy t his. Women
have the right to vote, and
that in itself means they’re
a l ready represented.
The winning candidates
in an elect ion may not
demographically match
voters, but if elect ions
a re about pol ic y, t hen
what’s the problem? The
u nderl y i n g pr o c e s s i s
equitable, and that’s what
matters.
I want qualified people
in government, whether
t h e y ’r e o n t h e S o u t h
Carolina Supreme Court
or on the United States
Supreme Court. Sometimes
these qualified people will
be males, and sometimes
t he y w i l l b e f e m a le s .
Sometimes they will be
white, and sometimes they
may be black, Hispanic or
something else.
I don’t care which sex
officeholders belong to or
what they look like. That
doesn’t affect me. I care
what they do.

Afghani sex laws show policy flaw
Military’s failure to
address culture issues
creates more problems
I mag i ne what wou ld
happen if President
Obama approved a law
t h at wou ld a l low men
the right to demand their
w ives to have sex w it h
t hem ever y
four days.
Well, this
is exactly
what has
happened
i n A fgha nistan. A
RACHEL
l aw p a s s e d
WRIGHT
la st mont h
Third-year
allows Shiite
English
me n
t o
student
demand sex
f rom t hei r
wives every four days, and
it also regulates when and
for what reasons a woman
may leave her home.
Ju s t s t o p a nd t h i n k
about that for a minute.
I n A m e r ic a , t h i s i s a
very hard idea to grasp.
I f somet h i ng l i ke t h is
happened here, t he
Nat ional Organizat ion
for Women and Amnesty
International would be in
full protesting gear, and
rightfully so. However, in
places like Afghanistan,
protestors fear for their
l ives for somet h i ng as
simple as marching and
holding a banner.
More than 300 women

gat hered in K abul,
Afghanistan Wednesday
to protest this law. They
were met by 1,000 men
who proceeded to pelt
t h e m w it h r o c k s a n d
verbal ly abuse t hem.
This is a human rights
disaster.
Ev e nt s s u c h a s t h i s
show how little the U.S.
has act ually done i n
A fgha n ist a n. We have
spent billions upon billions
of dollars in cou nt ries
such as Afghanistan and
Iraq, but for what? There
is still a great amount of
violence and unrest going
on within these countries.
American soldiers are still
there fighting a “war on
terrorism” that seems to
have no end in sight.
Should we rethink our
foreig n p ol ic y towa rd
v iolent, developing
countries such as these?
Maybe t he U.S. should
be spending less money
keeping troops in
A fgha n ist a n a nd foc us
more money on sending in
people who are educated
on the cult ure of these
people. More emphasis on
using such cultural and
language experts, assisted
by others with degrees in
development, economy
a n d h i s t o r y, c o u l d
f ind ways to ease these
countries into becoming
developed nations.
It is obv ious t hat
Afghanistan is not going
to become a democratic

or capitalistic government
overnight, so why are we
trying so aggressively to
make it t hat way? The
U.S. must pursue a new
foreign policy that would
first secure the citizens’
human rights. Afghanistan
w i l l not develop if it s
people cont i nue to be
ter ror i z ed a nd k i l led,
sometimes at the hands of
U.S. soldiers.
Second ly, t he pol ic y
must take steps to alleviate
the widespread povert y
and income gaps that are
present. A nation cannot
and will not develop if
many of its citizens are
dying of malnutrition and
disease.
I understand that a new
foreig n p ol ic y towa rd
I raq, A fgha n istan or
a ny developi ng nat ion
would not be as simple
as I’m making it appear,
but the U.S. government
should really think about
what t hey are act ually
ac compl i sh i ng i n t h i s
continued war on terror.
Yes, terrorism is a threat
t o o u r n at io n , a n d it
should be taken care of,
but how can we expect
to stop it if we continue
to use violence as a way
to de velop a cou nt r y?
Perhaps by reconsidering
and changing our policy
toward Afghanistan, we
could begin improv ing
ou r i m age a rou nd t he
world.

Tea Party organizers
must keep mission clear
It wasn’t quite the Boston Tea Party all over again. But the
Tax Day protests yesterday certainly got people’s attention.
Moving on from April 15, the organizers of the Fair Tax
movement will need to maintain focus if they’re going to
maintain momentum.
What we saw on the State House steps Wednesday was
a concentrated outburst — just what any protest should be.
But al ready, t here ex isted
twinges of distraction that, if
left unaddressed, could spell
disaster for the cause.
I n t he or y, t he prot e s t s
nationwide were about one
thing: fiscal conservatism. The
two planks of the platform were
wiser government spending and
the Fair Tax, a flat sales tax to
replace all federal income taxes.
But a variety of interest groups were trying to hijack the
excitement. In Texas, people in a crowd hollered for secession.
On associated Web sites, Tea Party manifestos included issues
from abortion to illegal immigration to gay marriage. AntiObama screeds were commonplace. And at the State House,
there were shouts in the crowd to elect Sanford as president in
2012.
It was a time to talk about the economy, but, unfortunately,
many participants brought a lot of baggage along with them. The
topic morphed from fiscal conservatism to social conservatism,
and from proper policy to party politics.
If the Fair Tax head honchos want their stance to be taken
seriously, they’ll need to weed out the distractions. Regardless
of whether they are in agreement about these disparate issues,
what they need is a strictly defined focus.

They will need to
maintain focus
if they’re going
to maintain
momentum.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s page
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“Sex is good, but not as good as fresh, sweet corn.”
— Garrison Keillor
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MIX

TAPE
Courtesy of Twitter.com

Tweetie
It’s t r ue t hat like t he rest of t he
world, we have been incessantly ranting
about the joys of Twitter. To top it off,
this iPhone application allows users
to t weet on the go with ease. With
the application, you can tell people
what you are doing ever y second of
the day. While we don’t know if that
is essentially a good thing, it is still an
option for those obsessed with Twitter.
While Tweetie costs around $2.99, the
service allows for ease in responding
to messages and searching for other
tweeters. With its fast-paced interface
and ease of navigation, this app is worth
the cost.

Colin Jones
MIX EDITOR

Courtesy of Abita.com

Courte

sy of C
hillpilla
udio.c
om

Courtesy

of Southp
ark

studios.co

m

ylan.com
Courtesy of BobD

T h e s e l it t le s p e a k e r s a l lo w f o r
maximum sound on the go for those
with iPods. The speakers attach to the
music device via a USB cord and provide
great sound in a tiny package. At around
$39.99, these speakers aren’t cheap but
they’re worth the money for the pitchperfect sound qualit y. Chill Pill also
comes with an optional AC adapter that
can charge your iPod or iPhone. The
Chill Pill Speakers can be picked up at
www.chillpillaudio.com.

Fresh and crisp, Abita Beer comes straight
from Abita Spring, La., which provides some
of the best microbrews in America today.
While not served in most chain restaurants
or sold in most stores, Abita is currently
working its way across the southeast. The
two most popular brands being featured
in bars are Abita Purple Haze and Abita
Turbodog. Both beers, while different in
taste, surprise with their sharp contrasts and
intoxicating tastes. Abita can be bought at
most liquor stores in the Columbia area.

S
E
S
A
E
REL EEK
THIS W
In Theaters

With the South Park Avatar Creator,
you can envision what it would be like
to be drawn by the guys who animate
South Park. The avatar program allows for
multiple features which include creating
children, adults and even Canadians.
The program then allows you to place
them in South Park settings and print the
avatars out. Avatars can include accessories
like knives, moustaches, sunglasses and
bottles of beer. The avatar program can be
accessed at southparkstudios.com.

DVD

Ida Maria — “Fortress Round My Heart”

“The Reader”

Metric — “Fantasies”

“The Spirit”

Death Cab For Cutie — “The Open Door EP”

“Solo”

Silversun Pickups — “Swoon”

“Bled”

Al Green — “The Classics Remastered”

“Lost in Austen”
“Wings: The Final Season”

“State of Play”

Lacuna Coil — “Shallow Life”

“Crank: High Voltage”

“Lymelife”

Beck — “One Foot In The Grave” (rerelease)

Over 500 examples to be solved in class.
No homework ever!
4 - 6 week programs
up to 4 evening sessions/week
$400 (includes textbooks)
Private tutoring also available!
638 Sunset Blvd. West Columia
www.geocities.com/grad_math/schedule.html

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

LP’s and EP’s

“17 Again”

GRE/GMAT Math Tutoring

In a recent interview with Bill Flanagan, Bob
Dylan proved just how crazy he is, rambling on
about how Obama is like a fictional character.
But Dylan is Dylan, and it turns out he has a
new record coming out on Apr. 28.. On his Web
site, Dylan previews the cut “Feel A Change
Comin’ On.” With this song, Dylan appears
to be continuing his trend of experimenting in
the vein of 1950s swing-pop ballads. While not
as promising as previous cuts, Dylan sounds as
if he has found his voice again.

Record Store Day set to spin
More than 1,000 indie
music stores to participate
in event
Greg Kot
MCT Campus

A few years ago, t he
notion of an international
Record Store Day might’ve
Tammy Ljungblad / MCT Campus
felt more like a funeral than
a celebration of the impact The second annual Record Store Day will be held April 18.
independent stores have had
1,000 stores worldwide —
on music. As distribution (and nationwide went belly up.
But when the second annual including 25 in Chicago and
later sales) of recorded music
shifted into the Internet arena, Record Store Day arrives its suburbs — are expected to
Tower Records and hundreds Saturday, artists and labels participate. They will offer inof ot her mu s ic r e t a i ler s will be out in force: More than store events or performances
by dozens of artists, and more
than 100 unique pieces of
product, including rare singles
and albums by everyone from
Tom Waits to My Morning
Jacket.
Though t he number of
independent “mom ‘n’ pop”
record stores has shr u nk
drastically in recent years,
from more than 7,000 at the
outset of the ‘90s to fewer than
2,000 today, those that remain
are hanging tough, and some
are thriving despite a sluggish
economy. A resurgence in
interest in vinyl records (with
sales climbing 89 percent last
year to 1.8 million) has helped
these independent operators
stay in business, and so has a
renewed interest in artwork
and physical artifacts.
Customers will be
served well Saturday when
stores are expected to carry
custom-made products that
include “Records Toreism,”
a ha ndmade, l im itede d it io n c ompi l at io n L P
from Chicago-based Thrill
Jockey Records that houses
exclusive tracks by five bands
(Mountains, Tortoise, Double
Dagger, White Hills, Trans
A m) a nd a f a n z i ne w it h
contributions from more than
a dozen artists, retailers and
journalists.
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

INDIE GRITS FILM FESTIVAL:
MISSISSIPPI QUEEN
6 p.m., $7.33
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

Spurned

◆ By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY

TOMORROW

INDIE GRITS FILM FESTIVAL: WHAT THE
FROCK
6 p.m., $7.33
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

THE RESTORATION, THE FIRE TONIGHT, THE
FOSSIL RECORD, TRANSMISSION FIELDS,
LIESL DOWNEY
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21/ $7 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

LUKE MARR’S UNEMPLOYED, POTENTIAL,
ANSWER ME THIS, I ANTHEM
8 p.m., $5 over 21/ $8 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
ART BAR DANCE NIGHT
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

COLUMBIA ALTERNACIRQUE
9:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
EVIL EMPIRE, TERRIFIC KID
8 p.m., $7
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

HOROSCOPES

04/16/09

1234567890-=
ARIES Keep doing the
same old job and hauling in
your pay. Meanwhile, keep
listening. You’ll get t he
news on the grapevine that
can help you advance to the
next level.

LEO If you have to work
anyway, might as well save
up for something you want.
You always do best when
you’re work ing toward a
dream.

SAGIT TA R IUS
(Don’t buy toys; it’s more
important to fi x whatever’s
broken. Don’t waste a cent.
They’re hard to come by, but
you should have enough.

plans, but don’t take off yet.
It’ll be much easier after the
sun goes into your sign on
the 20th.

V I R G O An
unexpected development
work s out wel l for al l
concerned. You didn’t have
to do a t h i ng, but keep
everybody on course.

CAPRICORN You
definitely are a hard worker,
but t hat’s not your best
quality. It’s that you can be
relied upon.

GEMINI Don’t rush

LIBRA Figure out what

into anything, not even a
sweet proposition. Make
su re you have t he sol id
points down in writing, and
that you agree.

you can fix before you go
shopping. You may decide
you don’t need a few things
on your list.

Yo u ’ r e a w i d e - e y e d
idea l ist , su r rou nded by
entrepreneurial types. Can
they help make your dreams
come true?

TAURUS Make travel

C A NC ER

Yo u’r e
just the cutest thing. You
can charm the paint off the
walls. Avoid a potentially
stressful situation.

SCOR PIO

Yo u r
a rg u ment s a re g a i n i ng
converts more easily now.
Stay practical to a fault.
Make sure whatever you’re
proposing will work.

AQUARIUS

PISCES Review your
alternatives one more time.
Your advisor will support
the decision you’ve been
favoring on a hunch.

ACROSS
1 Last letter of words?
4 Tango teams
8 Parsley servings
14 Gods of ancient
Rome
15 Noble rank
16 Actress Piper
17 Brown-and-white
cow
19 Shoe liner
20 Guevara and
others
21 Snooze
22 Park employees
23 Penultimate round
24 Monument ﬁgure
25 Fearless daring
28 Academy frosh
30 Hawkins of
DOWN

Dogpatch

04/16/09

for 04/15/09

Solutions from 04/15/09

31 Speak like

1 Border cutters

Sylvester

2 Premier pointillist

35 Edberg or

3 Burnt shade

Sorenstam

4 Become rigid, in a

37 Telescope element

way

38 Salad-service

5 Proﬂigates

piece

6 Cookie sandwiches

40 Ecole attendee

7 Stone and Stallone

42 Rump

8 Cut into thin pieces

44 Click beetle

9 Straw hats

49 Levels off

10 Countriﬁed

50 Amati’s hometown

11 Raymond Burr TV

51 Dead ‘uns

series

53 Installments

12 Arizona river

33 Certainty

50 Gian __ Menotti

54 Quick impression

13 Leak slowly

34 Wrongly self-willed

51 Nor’easter, e.g.

55 Fast-food

18 Mil. division

36 Common

52 Opinion pg.

customers

23 Soft leather

39 Male hawk used in

53 Rounded ottoman

56 Tenant

25 Poplar tree

falconry

57 __-Ude, Russia

26 Can metal

41 Nickel, for instance

58 Fam. member

27 Certainly!

59 Infamous Ford

29 Nightstand

45 Part of OAS

models

pitchers

46 Soothing skin

60 A.J. of auto racing

31 Elec.-modulated

creams

61 Go out with

optical device

47 Menu listing

32 Wrath

48 Fight, country-style

43

Follows
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Basketball inks four prospects
Men’s, women’s team
set to bring in some
of country’s top players
Jonathan Battaglia

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Wednesday might have
marked the beginning of a
new era for USC basketball.
The men’s and women’s
basketbaall teams announced
the signing of four recently
signed players- all of which
sig ned let ter s of i ntent
yesterday.
Headlining t he list of
newcomers for the women is
the nation’s No. 2 recruit in
Kelsey Bone, a 6-foot-5-inch
post player from Sugar Land,
Tex.
Bone will join a team that
finished 10-18 last season in
head coach Dawn Staley’s
first year. The Gamecocks
lo se sen ior s Demet re s s
Adams, Brionna Dickerson
a nd C .J. Pace – who
contributed a combined 24.7
points per game.
Bone made a splash
nationally by joining the
G amecock s, a peren n ial
cellar dweller in the SEC and
a non-factor in the NCAA
tournament.
“She’s a program changer,”
Staley said of Bone in a news
c o n f e r e n c e We d ne s d a y
afternoon at the Colonial
Life Arena. “We’re going to

put a lot of pressure on her
because of who she wants
to become. We can say she’s
Kelsey Bone, the top player
in the country and all of that,
but will she be the top player
next year or at the end of her
college career? That’s where
we come into play.”
A s a sen ior at Joh n
Foster Dulles High School,
Bone averaged 19.2 points
per game, garnering A llAmerican Female Player of
the Year honors as well as
the 2009 Morgan Wooten
Awa rd, recog n iz i ng t he
nat ion’s top high school
senior who demonstrates
outstanding character.
Bone also earned a spot
on the coveted McDonald’s
All-American team.
“We had to get bet ter
talent wise,” Staley said.
“Hands down, I think we can
check that off our list.”
Accompanying Bone in
the 2009 class will be Ashley
Br u ner, a for wa rd f rom
Norman, Okla. that averaged
15.3 points as a high school
senior. Bruner doesn’t bring
the accolades that Bone does,
but Staley said she will still
compete for a starting role in
2009-10.
“We were looking for a
post player who could be
versatile,” Staley said. “I
think she’s just a smart player
that will be a complement to
what we already have.”
Previous signee Monique

NCAA berth hinges on
grabbing spot in
league tournament

PHOTO COURTESY USC MEDIA RELATIONS

Women’s basketball head coach Dawn Staley signed two prospects on Wednesday,
including the No. 2 player in the country, Kelsey Bone.
Willis, who was charged
with shoplifting last week in
her hometown of Savannah,
Ga., still remains in the plans
of the Gamecocks, according
to Staley.
Staley said the situation is,
“still playing out,” and she
would likely be in contact
with Willis sometime next
week.
On the men’s side, head

coach Darrin Horn officially
inked Johndre Jefferson, a
6-foot-9-inch forward from
Santee, S.C., and Stephen
Spinella. a 6 -foot-5-inch
guard from Colts Neck, N.J.
Hor n sa id Jef fer son
would, “bring much needed
experience and height to our
interior,” and Spinella’s size
and length, “adds another
excellent shooter to ou r

program.”
Jefferson and Spinella join
Gamecock signees Ramon
G alloway a nd La keem
Jackson, who signed during
the fall and spring periods, to
complete Horn’s first class at
South Carolina.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

CHECK US OUT! TWITTER.COM/TDG_SPORTS

Bulldogs sweep series with Carolina
Citadel pushes two across in top
of 11th to knock oﬀ USC
Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday night at Carolina Stadium, the
bats weren’t quite as noisy as they were the previous
night in a 20-6 route against College of Charleston.
USC mustered just three runs in 11 innings as they
suffered a 5-3 extra innings loss to its in-state rivals
from the Southern Conference, The Citadel.
Limiting the Gamecocks to three runs during
the first eight innings was Bulldog freshman
hurler T.J. Clarkson, who entered the game with
a 2-0 record and a 2.55 ERA, and gave USC some
difficulties at the plate.
“I really felt the difference in the game was the
start that Clarkson gave The Citadel. He was really
good,” USC coach Ray Tanner said. “It looked like
a couple times he could have some control issues
but he got back in the zone. He ended up striking
out seven of our guys. I thought he did a super job
in the starting role.”
Senior Jay Brown got the nod for Carolina and
went four and two thirds innings surrendering two
runs (one earned) on seven hits and two walks. He
left the game in the fifth inning with USC facing a
2-1 deficit, but USC would reclaim the lead shortly
thereafter.
Sophomore centerfielder Whit Merrifield singled
to lead off the inning and junior first baseman Nick
Ebert moved him to third with a base hit two at
bats later. Freshman outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr.
then scored Merrifield on a groundout to second
base from his new cleanup spot in the lineup, and
sophomore Parker Bangs hit one off the wall to
score Ebert and recapture the lead, 3-2.
While Bangs was able to do damage at the plate
with one of the Gamecocks’ three RBI, he didn’t
have as easy of a time when he took the hill in the
11th inning. His first inning of work was in the 10th
when he retired all three Bulldogs consecutively on
a total of three pitches. But in the top of the 11th,
the first four hitters he faced all reached base safely,
allowing The Citadel to claim its first lead of the
ball game.

Lake Murray Blvd (across from Zaxbys)
(803) 732 7880

Conference
tourney key
to postseason

“I thought Parker really competed out there,”
Merrifield said of Bangs, who was saddled with the
loss. “He came out and threw strikes. They just
found a couple holes and scored runs.”
He did, however, work his way out of a bases
loaded, no-out jam surrendering just two runs to
give the Gamecocks one last chance in the bottom
half of the 11th, though it was all for naught.
USC loaded the bases quickly in their last licks
for the bottom of the order to come up with no
outs and three ducks on the pond. But from that
point, the next three Gamecock hitters would be
retired, culminating in Merrifield’s ground out
to second base to end the game. In the final two
innings, USC stranded six runners.
“They got really fired up [after the 10th inning].
We fought back though. The last inning we loaded

the bases and had a chance to win,” Merrifield said.
“But then we just missed a couple pitches”
The loss Wednesday night was USC’s second
to The Citadel this year as the Bulldogs sweep the
season series, leaving the Gamecock players quite
unsatisfied with their performance against the
typically weaker team.
“That one’s tough to swallow. The Citadel is a
good team but they are a team that we feel like we
should beat the majority of the time,” Merrifield
said. “But they outplayed us twice this year. It’s
tough to swallow.”
The Gamecocks (24-13, 7-8 SEC) finish up the
homestand with a series against Auburn. First pitch
is set for 7 p.m. Friday.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocksportspage@

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior Jay Brown throws a pitch in the first inning against the Citadel Wednesday night.

Gamecock baseball and
t he mont h of Ju ne h ave
become synonymous with one
another.
S out h C a r ol i n a h a s n’t
missed the coveted NCA A
To u r n a m e nt s i n c e 19 9 9
when the Gamecocks barely
missed the postseason despite
g a r ner i ng t he SEC E a st
championship.
Since t hen, Carolina
competed in three consecutive
College World Series from
2002-2004 and has earned a
Super Regional appearance in
seven of the last nine years.
Suffice it to say, missing
the postseason in 2009 is not
an option for head coach Ray
Tanner.
Tanner refuses to use the
word “rebuilding.” To him,
USC baseball merely reloads.
O ne wou ld t h i n k t h at
Tanner would be willing to
use the term given the fact that
his 13th team in Columbia lost
its top four hitters and top two
pitchers from a season ago.
But don’t tell Tanner that
the loss of experience will
hinder his team’s chances of
advancing far come summer.
The Gamecocks struggled
to get off to a strong start in
conference play this season,
losing three of their first four
series.
Howe ver,
behind the
resurgence
of f resh ma n
southpaw
Nolan Belcher,
Ca rol i n a h a s
b e e n able t o
CHRIS COX
capture two of
Third-year
it s last t h ree
print
series.
journalism
USC’s most
student
recent push in
league play has
the team sitting one game
under .500 in the SEC going
into this weekend’s pivotal
contest against the Auburn
Tigers, who hover at the same
mark.
The key for the Gamecocks
to obt a i n i ng t hat elusive
postseason bid will be their
performance in the remaining
weekend contest s, wh ich
certainly seems to set up
favorably.
Carolina plays three of its
last five SEC series at home
while one of its road trips,
a t h ree-ga me set aga i nst
Tennessee from May 8-10, is
against one of the worst teams
in the conference.
All the Gamecocks need to
do is fi nish as one of the top
eight teams in the league.
Only eight SEC teams make
it to the conference baseball
t o u r n a m e n t i n H o o v e r,
AL. Receiving one of those
bids is critical to Carolina’s
postseason hopes, as only
three teams in the last decade
have advanced to the NCAA
Tourney after not qualifying
for the SEC tournament.
W ho cares about t he
struggles baseball has endured
this season? No one can doubt
what Tanner can do with a
ballclub once he reaches the
field of 64.
Th is year w ill be no
different.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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USC SLIPS BY UPSTATE
Strong relief pitching
carries Carolina to win
against pesky Spartans
James Kratch
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY OF USC MEDIA RELATIONS

USC junior Megan Massaro is the top-ranked on the flat rider for Nationals.

Equestrians ride to title
USC prepares to earn
third championship
in past five seasons
James Kratch
STAFF WRITER

I f y o u ’r e m e a s u r i n g
in terms of nat ional
championships won, there’s
little contest as to which USC
athletic program is the most
storied — the equestrian
team.
Carolina has ridden to the
national championship twice
during this decade — in 2005
and 2007 — and appears to
be in position to win it all
again as they travel to the
Varsity Equestrian National
Championship, which kicks
off today in Waco, Texas.
The Hunter Seat team
is seeded third and has a
first-round bye, while the
Western team has the No. 7
seed. USC also has five riders
competing for individual
national championships —
senior Katie Grossnickle,
ju niors Megan Massaro,
Nicole Bourgeois and Carly
Babcock and sophomore
Victoria Middleton.
Coach Boo Major admits
that there’s pressure on the

Gamecocks, but she doesn’t
feel it will be an issue for her
team.
“There’s always pressure
to perfor m well, and
certainly no one wants it
more than me and the rest
of the group to do well, but
we try not to put that kind
of pressure on, it’s just kind
of a take it a day at a time
attitude,” Major said.
Carolina will be bringing
a great deal of experience
competing in national meets
this weekend to Texas, and
that is something their coach
feels will work in their favor.
“We have several girls
who have been to nationals
repeatedly, and the ones who
have been in the past have
seen the positive times as
well as the negative times
and I think that we learned
from both what is going to
make us have a successful
outing this week and what
could make us self-destruct,”
Major said. “I think we have
good leaders and a pretty
seasoned group going.”
Being on the road, the
Gamecocks will most likely
not be able to compete with
their own horses. Six USC
horses will be in Waco for the
meet, but barring a Carolina

rider lucking into pulling a
familiar mount out of the
random selection process,
the team will most likely
be competing with another
program’s animals.
“It’s always an issue [using
an unfamiliar horse]. Some
are better trained than others,
some are trained differently
than others, but it’s really
up to the rider to find out
what buttons they can and
cannot push in their warmup period,” Major said.
All in all, Major feels her
team is prepared and ready
to have a ver y successful
weekend.
“I think that obviously
they need to ride well, and
they all know that. I think
in combination with that it’s
a very stressful time not just
because of the competition
but because the end of the
year is coming up in school
and everything, so it’s really
just staying focused,” Major
said. “I feel we’ve gotten it
together over this semester
and really performed well.
I think we’re as ready as we
could possibly be to go and
be successful.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Sometimes, after you’ve had
the type of weekend like the
USC softball team just had, a
relatively uneventful win is just
what you want. USC (18-17)
got just that Wednesday night,
sleepwalking in the early going
but coming alive in the end,
carrying the momentum of a
huge SEC series win over No.
4 Alabama into a 3-2 defeat
of in-state rival USC-Upstate
(24-13) in Columbia.
Carolina got on the board
for the game’s first run in the
second when freshman Lauren
Lackey dropped a two-strike
pitch right on the left field
line, bringing home freshman

Evan Childs, who had singled
earlier in the inning.
Starting pitcher Audrey
Broyles threw well to start,
striking out four of the first
nine batters, but Kim Brasil
crushed a long solo homerun
to right with two outs in the
third, knotting the score at
1-1.
The struggles continued
into the fourth, however, as
USC-Upstate was able to
capitalize on an error earlier
in the inning with two down,
scoring a run on Ana Mitchell’s
RBI single.
USC got the run back almost
immediately, as sophomore Jill
Semento led off the bottom
half of the frame with a solo
shot, her second of the year.
Freshman reliever Kierstyn
White would enter the game
to start the fifth, and become
the pitcher of record after

Carolina scored the go-ahead
and eventual game-winning
run in the bottom half of the
inning, when junior Adele
Voigt singled off Spartan
ace Morgan Childers (19-8),
bringing Lackey, who led
the inning off with a double,
around to score.
That was all White needed,
as she dominated Upstate
for the rest of the day, giving
Carolina the win in the first
ever meeting between the two
schools.
“K ierst y n came i n a nd
did a great job. We’ve got to
attack the batters, and that’s
the mindset she had,” USC
coach Joyce Compton said.
“We were fortunate to get out
of [the game with a win].

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Announcements
INTERNATIONAL OPEN DANCE
TEAM AUDITIONS
VIctory Arena 275 Harbison Blvd. Home
of the ICA Allstar Program is holding the
15th Season Auditions Fri 4/24
5:30-7:30 Sunday 4/26 1-4pm Sat.
May 2, 10am-1pm. Our team goal is to
attend the 2010 World’s!
732-2494 or victoryarena.com
all skill level’s welcome!
LOW interest rates + LOW home
prices
TIME TO BUY! Call me about the
NEW $8000 Federal First-Time
Home Buyer Tax Credit.
www.jmcmahan@russellandjeffcoat.com
Jim McMahan 608-3599

Apartments
*ASPYRE*Downtown Living

1/F/Rmmte needed for 3BR apt in
Rapids. $350+low util bill.
Call 864-884-8438 or 815-342-0596
F/seeks/F rmmte for 3BR 3BA apt in U.
Oaks for 09-10 yr. $515/mo inclds util.
Contact Lauren at
DolanL@mailbox.sc.edu

Painters & Marketers Needed for
Summer in Columbia . Call 546-3262

OLD SHANDON AREA

CALL 318--0729

laspyre.com 803-400-1570

Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

CORNELL ARMS APTS 799-1442
1230 PENDLETON ST Now accepting
applications for summer & fall semesters. Mention this ad and get Money off!!

Office hours: M-F

Housing-Sale

Starting @ $549 per BR!
Room for Rent in large 3BR apt $420
pkg incld-free. w/d 1 blk from McMaster
640-7824

•

LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $102,500 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Cypress St. 2BR June 1st $595
Preston St. 2BR Aug 1st $695
Saluda Ave 2BR June 1st $815
Cypress St. 3BR Aug 1st $995
Preston St. 4BR Aug 1st $1395
S. Saluda Ave 4BR May 15th $1595

303 King St. - 5BR 2BA recently updated in the heart of Shandon. Minutes
from 5PTS & USC. corner lot hd wd flrs
high ceilings covered porches all app.
incld w/d. $1995 Plenty of pkg.
Call Ray Covington 331-8833 .

Roommates

Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless
appl. & counters $1,100/mo 513-9354

F/seeks/F Summer Sublease 2BR in
4BR furn twnhouse in Copper Beech.BR
has sep. BA. Kitchen common lv rm w/d
incld $459/mo + util. Call 240-848-5337

17 Sims Alley/Shandon Twnhouse
3BR 2.5BA ex. cond. Close to USC
$1,400/mo. Call 609-1978 or 799-7900.

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

Roommates

Room for rent & 1-5BR Apts available
Greene St. rajaluri@ifmusa.org

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Housing-Rent

Additional Info

Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Law Student in 3rd/4th/ yr. needed for
PT research sbolo@insiteusa.net
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, hardworking ethical students to work FT for
one year. We have both clinical and
business positions available. Excellent
opportunity for those interested in applying to medical and/or graduate schools.
We can provide hands on clinical experience. Only those with excellent academic records and references need
apply. Email resume with dates available
to begin work to
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net

Doing it daily at...

www.
dailygamecock.
com

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Afternoon teaching positions available
immediately at Chesterbrook Academy,
a preschool in NE Cola...only 15 min
from USC. A unique opportunity exists
for those students who love working with
children of all ages. Positions are available M-F afternoon, hours vary. For
more info call 699-9988

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
WHY TAKE IT HOME? Store With Us
Summer Special! Call for Details
Advantage Self Storage 695-9991

Help Wanted
Restaurants
Banquet Servers Needed - Must have
formal serving experience. Must provide
own uniform. Hours vary $8/hr. Apply
on-line trcstaffing.com

Always Unique. Never Boring.

